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A Cross-National Comparison of
School Students’ Perceptions
Regarding High Performing Peers

Ogrencilerin Ust Diizey Performans
Sergileyen Akranlarina Yonelik
Algilarinin Ulkeler Arasi
Karsilastirmasi
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Abstract

This cross-national scenario based study exam-
ined fourth-grade students’ perceptions of
high-performing classmates in terms of their ex-
pected intellectual abilities, positive social qual-
ities and popularity among their peers across
seven countries. The overall results show that
high academic achievements predominantly
lead to positive expectations within the peer
group. However, pronounced differences were
found between the countries. The results indi-
cated that students from Spanish-speaking
countries viewed their potential high-perform-
ing peers most favorably, followed by students
from Australia, the United Kingdom and Ger-
many. The least favorable expectations, but by
no means negative attitude, were exhibited by
students from the two East-Asian countries Ko-
rea and Vietnam. In contrast, the respondents’
gender and the gender of the hypothetical suc-
cessful classmates had less influence on student
perceptions of high-performers. These findings
have implications for the educational provision
of high performing students in different cross-
national contexts.
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Oz

Cok uluslu ve durum temelli bu ¢alismada yedi
farkli tilkeden dordiincii smif 6grencilerinin iis-
tiin performans sergileyen akranlarinin bekle-
nen zihinsel yeteneklerine, olumlu sosyal 6zel-
liklerine ve popiilaritelerine yonelik algilar
arastirilmistir. Sonuglar genel olarak yiiksek
akademik basarinin baskin bir gekilde akran
grubu cerisinde olumlu beklentilere yol actigim
gostermektedir. Bununla birlikte tiilkeler ara-
sinda belirgin farkliliklar da bulunmustur. So-
nuglara gore yiliksek performans potansiyeli
olan dgrencilere karsi en olumlu algiya Ispan-
yolca konusan iilkelerin 6grencilerinin sahip ol-
duklar1 goriilmiis, siralamanin ise Avustralya,
Ingiltere ve Almanya seklinde devam ettigi bu-
lunmustur. Higbir sekilde olumsuz tutum ol-
mamakla birlikte, en az olumlu tutumun dogu
Asya tilkeleri olan Kore ve Vietnam 6grencileri
tarafindan sergilendigi goriilmiistiir. Buna kar-
silik, katilimcr 6grencinin cinsiyetinin ve hipo-
tetik olarak olusturulan basarili simif arkadasi-
nin cinsiyetinin, 6grencilerin tstiin akademik
basar1 gosteren 6grencilere yonelik algilari tize-
rinde ¢ok az etkisi olmustur. Bulgularin, iistiin
performans sergileyen 6grenciler icin farkl: iil-
kelerdeki egitsel uygulamalara yonelik dogur-
gular1 bulunmaktadir.
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